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PETER AUGUSTINE BAINES, 

ttV TRS OSACB OP BOD AND TRB HOLY AFOBTOLIC US 

BISHOP OF SI6A, 

P'JCAR APOSTOLIC IN THE fFESTSBN DISTRICT OF ENGLAND, 

Some5(tt( IS^xtXkXz to W ?|ol(ne5(ii iPope Viu5(. FIXi. 

AND 

. ASSISTANT AT THE PONTIFICAL THRONE j 

TO HIS BELOV£D CLERGY AND PEOPLB 
HEALTH AND BENEDICTION:— 

Dearly belated Brethren and Children in Jesus Christ 

No sooner did the afflicting intelligence of 
the death of my venerable Predecessor reach 
me in the capital of the Christian world, than 
1 instantly prepared myself to return and un- 
dertake in person the charge which had de- 
volved upon me. But affairs of moment relat- 
ing to my administration prevented me from 
immediately executing my design. Being now 
returned, and having taken upon myself the 
administration of this district, I deem it right, 
conformably to custom, to address a few words 
to you, my beloved flock, on our common 
concerns. 

B 



And, first, it is just that I should condole 
with you on the loas you have sustained in 
the death of that venerable and saintly pre- 
late, to whomy with unequal merits, I have 
been appointed successor. His great talents 
and learning, His active charity and zeal, but 
above all his perfect disinterestedness and utter 
contempt of -the tilings of this world are ex- 
cellencies which 1 can neither replace nor rival, 
and which would render his loss . irreparable, 
did he not continue, in that happier and move 
influential stete, to which I confidently hope 
he is already raised, to feel an interest in his 
former flock, and to befriend us by his pow- 
erful intercessiom Still lest any defects of 
human frailty should delay for a time his 
admission into those regions, where no defile- 
ment, however slight, can enter, I entreat you 
to continue to join with me in offering for his 
repose your holy sacrifices and fervent suppli- 
cations. 

Theise sacrifices and supplications are a debt 
of justice on our part, however unnecessary on 
his. But for me, dearly beloved, your fervent 
prayers are not only just but necessary. You 
are fully aware of the awful responsibility which 
has devolved upon me, and how much your 
own welfare is concerned in my worthily dis- 



icharging the duties, of my station, . But you 
tcannot be so sensible as I am how much I 
^tand in need, for this purpose^ of the sup^- 
natural aid of the Most High. My only me- 
iiit, if merit it can be called, is in. the earnest 
'desire I feel to promote the Glory of God and 
the welfare of his people; my cmly hope is 
in the power and goodness of Him, who for 
his Apostles preferred the fisherman to the 
-philosopher, the publican to the pharisee, the 
persecutor to the righteous disciple, and whose 
singular Providence it has ever been to " choose 
the foolish things o/* the world ihoit he may 
confound the wise, and the weak things qf the 
world that he may ^confouwA the strongs and 
the things that are not^ that he may bring to 
nought the things that he ; that no flesh may 
glory in his sights fa) Let me then entreat 
you earnestly and constantly to pray, that 
God, who has called me to the work, may 
strengthen me to its performance ; that I 
may labour for you and with you, for the 
good of his people ; and that whilst I de- 
vote myself to the salvation of others, I 
may not forget my own. 
This is the first request I make, the first 

(a) I. Cor. i. 
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injunction I impose, that you pray for me; 
and I press it the more earnestly, having often 
experienced, how true is the declaration of 
Scripture that " the prayer of the Just availeth 
much"{^) May 1 not attribute to such prayers 
that thfe great author of life and d6ath, who 
some time ago had conducted me to the gates 
of the grave, has been mercifully pleased to 
restore me to health and strength, insomuch 
that I may now sing with the Prophet,-* 
" The right hand of the Lord hath worked 
strength, the right hand of the Lord hath raised 
me up — / shall not die but live, and I will 
proclaim the works of the Lord.'' (b) Unable 
to express the gratitude I feel for so singular 
a favour, I invite you to assist me in return- 
ing due thanks to my most gracious and mer- 
ciful Benefsictor. 

But to insure success to the ministry of the 
Pastor, the whole flock must co-operate with 
him, according to their various stations and 
duties. 

9 

First, then, let me address myself to you, 
my beloved Clergy, my fellow labourers, my 
brethren, and my friends. On your active and 
zealous assistance I must chiefly rely for the 

(a) James v- (b) Psalm cxvii- 



success of my administration. On you also de- 
volves a share of my responsibility. We are 
as it were members of one body, performing 
our several functions for the common good — 
*^ For as the body is one and hath many members, 
and all the members of the body, whereas they 
are many, yet are one body, so also is Christ ; 
Jbr God indeed hath set some in his Church, first 
apostles, secondly prophets, thirdly teojchers. 
Are all apostles ? are all teajchers f do all 
interpret Vi^) Labour, then, diligently in 
the cultivation of that portion of the vine- 
yard which may be committed to you, ac- 
cording to the various faculties which God 
has given you ; ever remembering that of 
you, as well as of me, a strict account will 
one day be demanded by the Lord of the 
Vineyard ; " that he who hath sowed spa- 
ringly will also reap sparingly ; and that he 
who soweth in blessings will also reap in 
blessings.'' W 

And first, '^ take heed to yourselves and to the 
doctrine ; be earnest in them.'^i^) For if " with- 
out Jaith it is impossible to please God,'\d) and 
if ** Jaith is by hearing,'' i^) and hearing by 



(^) I. Cor. xii. (b) 11. Cor. ix. (c) I. Tim. iv. 
(d) Heb. xi. (e) Rom. x. 
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preaching, how awful is our responsibility ass 
preachers and instructors ! How many may 
owe their salvation to our learning, diligence 
and zeal •! how many their perdition to our ig- 
norance^ negligence, or remissness ! * And can 
we be saved if our people are lost? Can our 
cries for mercy, on the great day, avail any 
thing against their cries for vengeance ? As, 
then, you value yotir salvation, I exhort you 
to be diligent in this important duty ; nay 
I not only exhort, but with the Apostle,; 
'^ / charge you before Godj vdkd shall judge 
the living and the dead, hy his coming and his 
kingdom^ preach the word-^J^e instant in sea-* 
son and out of season ; reprove, entreat, rebuke, 
with all patience and doctrine.'* (^) 

^* Be careful to keep the unity of the Spirit in 
the bond of peace, t^iebody tmd 6ne spirit, as 
you are dalled in one hope of your caUingrO^y 
The^ Apostle pr^dieted that a time would come 
" when men would not endure sound /ioctrine, but 
according to their Own desires would heap up to 
themselves teachers^ having itching darsJ^'M No 
time or place could more fully actoinplish this 
prediction than those in which we live ; for in 
no time or place was there ever a greater aver- 

(a) IL Tim. ir. (b) Ephv iv- (c) II. Tim. iv. 



sion to ancient truth, or a stronger attachment 

to profane novelties. So wide is the departure 

from unity, and consequently iirom truth, that 

the whole country is inundated with opnflicting 

sects, often as wild and heterogeneous as they 

are novel and contradictory. 

What a field, my beloved Brethren, is here 

open for your zeal ! Can you cast around your 

eye6 and see the sheep, ** that' they are wander^ 

in^^ as it were, tvithout a shepherd ,' and not 

mingle your tears with those of Jesus Christ,: 

lamenting that whilst *' the harvest is so greats 

the labourers are so few !"(a) 

OA natural result of this, multiplication of 

sects, is an opinion, or persunsion, which the 

ignorant and worldly minded too readily 

adc^t, that God is indifferent to the religion 

of his creatures, and consequently that inquiry 

after religious truth is unnecessary. The 

fatal ; effects, of such a persuasion may easily 

be conceived. It leaves, men tranquil under 
essential ^rors of faith ; and as practice is 

closely connected with belief, generally also 
under equally essential errors of conduct. There 
never was a; false doctrine which more im- 
periously called for the zealous opposition of 

(a) Matt. ix. 
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the ministers of Christ. Against this doc- 
trine constantly raise your voices. Expose 
its monstrous V absurdity in ascribing, as it 
does, the same prerogatives to truth and 
falsehood, virtue and vice, honour and base- 
ness. Bring forward the powerful decla^ 
rations of the sacred scripture, backed and 
supported by the constant and unvarying 
doctrines of the Church from the earliest 
ages, and confirmed by the authority of rea- 
son itself, that there is but "ow^ Ixyrd^ one 
faith^ one b(q)tism"{^) that " there is no 
other name under heaven^ hut that of Jesus 
given to men^ whereby we may he saved^^ (b) 
that '^ he who helieveth and is baptised shall 
be savedj but that he who believeth not shall 
be condemned" (c) that as there is but one 
faith, so there is but " one priesthood, one 
worship, one Church ; that whoever gathereth 
elsewhere, scattereth " (A) " that all who eat 
the lamb out of this house are profane ; and 
that all who are not in this ark, will perish 
in the flood." (e) 
But, whilst you incessantly proclaim these 



(a) Epbesians iv. (b) Acts iv. (c) Mark xvi. 

(d) S. Cyprian, Epist. xliii. 

(e) St. Jerom. Epist. ad Damasum Pont, xxxvii* 
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great truths to rouse the indifferent and 
lukewarm, fail not to accompany them with 
such explanations as religion supplies in favour 
of individuals who, through invincible or in- 
culpable ignorance, are united externally with 
erroneous sects, whilst perhaps, by the grace 
of baptism, the innocence of their lives and 
the sincere dispositions of their hearts, they 
are internally united with the true Church. 
There may be such individuals. Religion 
allows us to hope there are, and prudence 
and charity will seldom permit us to pro- 
nounce, that this or that person is not of the 
number. Whilst, then, you loudly proclaim 
the great and indubitable truth — that there 
is but one true Christian Church, that this 
Church alone inherits the promises of Christ ; 
that consequently all who would be saved 
must be united with it, refrain from pro- 
nouncing, as you may, upon the future lot 
of particular individuals. 

A natural consequence of your obligation 
to preserve unity of faith and purity of 
morals, is that of guarding your flocks against 
the reading of irreligious and immoral books. 
The laws of this country, for reasons which 
are no concern of ours, interfere little in 
these matters, a circumstance which leaves a 
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heavier obligation upon you. It is not only 
your right, but your duty, as divinely ap- 
pointed instructors of the people, to guard them 
against such publications as are calculated to 
pervert their faith or corrupt their morals ; 
and it is a corresponding duty and obligation 
on their part to attend to your admonitions. 
If any are refractory, remember that ** you 
are the ministers of Crod and the dispensers 
y the mysteries of Christ,'- {^) and dispense 
those mysteries accordingly. 

If there be one point of revealed religion 
clearer than another it is this— -that " ohedi^ 
ence is better than sacrifice,''^) that everjr 
moral and religkms duty may be reduced to 
obedience, and consequently that obedience 
and religion are almost S3mbnymou8 terms. 
Hence the enemies of Christianity have at 
all times, but particularly in our days, en^ 
deavoured to decry this virtue of obedience, 
and to encourage resistance to constituted au- 
thorities, deludmg the ignorant and the vain 
with the specious pretext of asserting thdr 
rights and maintaining their liberties. Hence 
discontents, murmurmgs, seditions, rebellions^ 
and every other disorder both in the State 

(a) I. CoriathianB iv. (b) L Kings xt. 
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and in the Churdi. Against tliese doctrines, 
so repugnant to the letter and spirit of Chris- 
tianity, cease not, my beloved brethren, ta 
warn your flocks. You know that the Chris- 
tian religion interferes not with tiie forms of 
civil governments. These matters it leaves to 
men to regulate. But as, whatever is the 
form of government, there must necessarily 
be some who command and others who obeyy 
so religion enfwces the duties and defends 
the rights of both parties, by promising, in 
a future life, equal rewards to the merciful 
ruler and the obedient sutgect ; and by threat- 
ening with equal punishments, the tyratmical 
oppressor and the disobedient rebel. 

The obedience, which religion commands, 
varies according to the authorities to be obeyed. 
In temporal matters, she commands obedience 
to temporal rulers — ^in spiritual matters, to the 
Pastors of the church. ** Let every soul'' saysf 
St. Paul, " be sulyect to the higher powers ; for 
there is no power hut from God. He that re^ 
sisteth the power y resisteth'the ordinance dfGod, 
and they that resist, purchase to themsehes 
damnaHmX^) Impress these great truths on 
your flocks, and convince them, as you easily 

(a) Rom.iLiii; 
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may, that, however turbulence and disobe- 
dience may befit the followers of the rebel- 
lious angels, meekness and submission to just 
authority become the disciples of Him, who 
** being in the form of God y thought it not robbery 
to be equal with God" but having taken upon 
himself the form of man, " humbled himself^ 
becoming obedient unto deaths even the death of 
the cross rip) 

With respect to yourselves, my beloved 
Clergy, we earnestly exhort you to take no 
part whatever in political concerns. This is 
not our department ; we are the Ministers of 
One, " whose Kingdom is not of this world'\^) 
^* Our wrestling Is not with flesh and bloody but 
against the spirits of wickedness y{(^) Our office 
is not to correct the defects of civil governments, 
but to promote the observance of the laws of 
God, to teach men to remember their Creator, 
to love him and keep his commandments, to 
wish well and to do good to all their fellow- 
creatures, to be just, charitable, compassionate, 
meek, humble, chaste and temperate ; in fine, 
by discharging every duty, whether to God, 
their neighbours, or themselves, to ensure a 
happy eternity when this short life is past. 

(a) rhilip. 2. (b) John xviii. (c) Ephes. vi. 
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These, my beloved brethren, are our duties. 
It is by discharging these duties, we are to im- 
prove the state of society, not by attending to 
political discussions. I feel happy indeed and 
proud, that the adversaries of our faith have 
never had reason to complain of the conduct of 
the Catholic Clergy on this head. Continue to 
be equally blameless, and the God of Peace 
will continue to be with you, and ** after you 
have suffered for awhile^ will himself perfect you, 
and confirm you and establish you.''(^) 

I need not add, that unless your lives be 
pure and holy, unless you preach by example 
as well as by words, unless you draw down by 
your sacrifices and prayers, th^ ^aces of God 
upon those you instruct, all your talents and 
zeal will be of little avail. Your words may 
please the ear, but they will not change the 
heart. They will be as the sounding brass and 
the tinkling cymbal, and you will be told at 
the last day by the Prince of Pastors, " depart 
from me ye workers of iniquity, I know you 
notr 

We must not forget to address a few words 
to those communities and individuals of our 
flock, who not content with observing the pre- 

(a) I. St. Peter v. 
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cepts^haTe undertaken to follo^rthe counsels of 
Jesus. Shrist^ la oiir opinimi, there never was a 
time or country in fwrhicH. the . edifying example 
b£ such devoted servants of God was calculated 
topfoduce more beneficial d&cts upon Society ; 
and we regret, .that any reflection should have 
been cast, or restraint imposed upon them. At 
theisanietimey we sinc^eiy rejoice^ that no dis- 
turbance has been giv^n to the religious com- 
munities of the weaker sex. On this happy inci- 
dent, we offer you our sincere congratulations, 
-peaceful and timid ^handmisiids of the Lord, pure 
and holy followers- of the Lamb, cherished and 
beloved spouses of Jesus Christ. We congratu- 
late with you, and we rejoice, ^ that the sweet 
odour of your blameless and exemplary lives has 
secured to you the protection of your country's 
laws. Be grateful for this token of the Divine 
favour, and continue to offer up^ your powerful 
prayers for the welfare and prosperity of your 
country and its rulers. " Cast your care upon 
God for he hath care ofyouy^^) and whilst you 
continue to serve him, as you have done, will 
never fail to guard arid protect you. As for 
us, it will be our duty and our pleasure to 
provide for you all those spiritual helps to 

(a) I. St. Peter, r. 
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Wbid^ you are entitled. We consider you 
as V the most illustrious pcniion of the flock 
of Christ, " the brightest models of trae 
Chiistian perfection, the guardians and pro- 
tectors pf the countries in which you live ; 
and we wish for no greater recompense for our 
pastoral anxiety to serve you, than a remem- 
brance in your holy prayers and a participation 
in your meritorious lives. 

And you, dearly beloved, the lay portion of 
our flock, for whose welfare we feel all the 
anxiety of the Christian Pastor, and for whose 
salvation we are ready to labour, to sufier, and 
if necessary, to sacrifice our lives, we earnestly 
exhort you to attend to the. "owe thing ne- 
cessary ^ remembering that nothing can be of 
any avail to you if you lose your souls, and 
that the utmost zeal of your Pastors must 
be fruitless without your faithful and ac- 
tive co-operation. Your salvation must, with 
the grace of God, be principally your own 
work. Oh ! labour then diligently in this great 
work, the only one for which you came into 
this world, and the only one, which after a few 
years, will avail you any thing. Remember, 
that " the time is shorty and that the figure of 
this world passeth away.^\^) " Love not the 
uorld, nor the things that are in the world^'\^) 

^a) I. Cor. vii. (b) I. John k 
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•• hut seek first the Kingdom of God^ and his 
justice^ and all the rest shall he added unto you'\^) 
You have be^n blessed with the knowledge of 
the true faith ; much has been given you, much 
will be required of you. To others is allotted 
their portion in this world— your's is a heavenly 
inheritance. Rejoice in your happy lot, and 
envy not them that work iniquity. Study 
your holy religion, read books of doctrine and 
piety, under the direction of your Pastors 
that you may be ready " to give to every one a 
reason of the hope that is in yoM."(b) Shew the 
truth of your religion in its influence on your 
lives, " having your conversation good among the 
gentiles^ that whereas they speak against you as 
evil doers, considering you by your good works 
they may give glory to God in the day qfvisUa^ 
tion^'ic) Above all things, cultivate humility 
and obedience, for these are the foundation and 
whole superstructure of Christianity. " Obey 
your Prelates,'' says St. Paul, " and be svl>ject to 
tJiem, for they watch, as being to render an 
account of your souls, that they may do this 
with Joy and not with grief\d) « Se ye sub-* 
ject,'' says St. Peter, " to every human creature 
for God's sake, whether it be to the King, as 

(a) Matt. vi. (b) I. Peter iii. (c) I. Peter \\. 

(d) Heb. xili. 
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exceUing^ or to Gtovernors sent by him for the 
'punishment of evil doers, and for the praise of 
the good; for such is the will of Gfod, that by 
doing well you may put to silence the ignorance 
of foolish men, as free, and npt making liberty a 
cloak for naughtiness.'^^) 

*' Wives be subject to your husbands, as it 
behoveth in the Lord. Husbands love your 
wives, and be not bitter towards them. Chil- 
dren obey your parents in all things, for this 
is well pleamng to the Lord. Fathers provoke 
not your children to anger, lest they be dis- 
couraged,'' ^* but bring them up in the discipline 
and correction of the Lord,'\^) for " the fear of 
the Lord is the beginning of wisdom J' (^) Educa- 
tion which is not founded upon Religion, is> 
generally pernicious, always dangerous, and will 
avail parents nothing on that day, when the 
souls of their children shall be demanded at 
their hands. ** Servants obey in all things your 
masters according to the flesh, not serving to 
the eye as pleamng men, but in simplicity of 
heart fearing God. Masters do to your ser- 
vants that which is just and equal, knowing 
that you also have a master in Heaven ''(A) 
*^ Pastors feed the fl<H:k, which is among you, 
taking care of it not for filthy lucres sake but 

(a) I. Peter ii. (b) Ephes. vi. (c) Psalm ex. (d) Col. iii. 
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voluntarihf.'^i^) Veople listen to the voice 
of your pastors, *^ esteem them more abundantly 
for their works sake,"(^) and provide for their 
temporal necessities. This is a duty of jus- 
tice, '^Jbr the labourer is worthy of his hire^*\^) 
And as Gk)d has hlessed you with the know- 
ledge of his truth, assist us to communicate 
the same blessing to others. This is a duty 
of charity, which if you look for the blessings 
of heaven on yourselves and families, you 
will not neglect* 

Pastors and people, we beseech you all, 
" that as you have received of us hm> you 
ofught to walk and please God^ so also you 
would widk, that you may abound the more^iA) 
*' And may the God <f peace hhnself sanctify 
you in all things^ that yon^r whole spirit and 
soul and body be preserved blameless for the 
coming of our Lord Jesus Christr 

" The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be 
with you all. AmenJ'I^) 

ADGtJStlNE, 

i 

Bishcp of Siga, V. A. 
Baths Oct. 2d, 1829. 

(a) I. Peter v. (b) Thess* v. (c) Luke, x« 
(d) Thess. iv. (e) Tbees. v. 
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